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Advocacy  Group  Sues  Massachusetts  Company  Over  Stormwater 
Clean  Water  Action  has  fifed  a.  citizen  lawsuit  in  federal  court  in  Boston  seeking  to 
compel  a Massachusetts  sand  and  grave!  company  to  haft  the  allegedly  illegal 
discharge  of  polluted  stormwater  into  nearby  wetlands  and  waterways  (Clean  Water 
Action  v.  Bond  Construction  Corp.,  D.  Mass., Mo.  1 5-cv-l  31 64-WGY,8/1 4/1 5). 

(Topic:  water  pollution;  Topic:  wetlands;  Agency:  Environmental  Protection  Agency) 


Alberta  Establishes  Advisory  Climate  Panel 

Alberta,  has  established  a five -person  panel  with  representatives  from  academia, 
industry  and  the  aboriginal  community  to  study  climate  change  in  the  province  and 
make  recommendations  to  the  government  The  panel's  advice  wifi  help  form  the 
foundation  of  Alberta's  new  proposal  to  address  climate  change,  which  wifi  be  in 
place  before  the  United  Nations  international  climate  summit  that  starts  Nov.  30  in 
Paris,  the  government  said.  “Climate  change  is  a threat  we  all  face, ... 

(Topic:  climate  change) 


Alberta  Limits  Oil-Sands  Water  Use 

Alberta's  energy  regulator  restricted  applications  by  oil  and  natural  gas  operators  to 
withdraw  water  from  the  Athabasca  River  amid  dry  conditions  in  the  province. 
(Topic:  oil  and  gas) 


Canada  Study:  Oil,  Gas  Pipelines  Much  Safer  Than  Rail 
Pipelines  are  by  far  the  safest  method  to  move  large  amounts  of  oil  and  gas  across 
North  America,  more  than  four  times  as  safe  as  using  rail  cars,  according  to  a study 
by  a Canadian  policy  think  tank. 

(Topic:  oil  and  gas) 


Court  Denies  Air  Toxics  Exemption  for  Power  Plant 
A federal  appellate  court  denied  a Colorado  power  company’s  motion  to  suspend  its 
obligation  to  comply  with  toxic  air  pollutant  standards  for  power  plants  while  the 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  responds  to  a recent  U.S.  Supreme  Court  decision 
(White  Stallion  Energy  Ctr.,  LLC  v.  EPA,  D.C.  Cir.,  No.  12-1100,  order  issued  8/17/15). 
(Topic:  air  pollution;  Topic:  climate  change;  Agency:  Environmental  Protection  Agency; 
State:  Colorado) 


EPA  Inspector  General  Investigating  Animas  River  Spill 
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mining  waste  and  sediment  into  the  Animas  River  in  southwest  Colorado. 

(Topic:  wastewater;  Topic:  water  pollution;  State:  Colorado;  State:  Utah) 

The  ERA  Office  of  the  Inspector  General  says  it  will  investigate  the  cause  and 
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,Kina  Mine  on  upper  Cement  Creek  near  Sllvertoir,  Colo.,  the  inspector  general 

- saps.'fHe3 pluSieof  waste  contained  elevated  levels  of  arsenic,  cadmium,  lead  and 
mercury.  More  » 

Green  Groups  Ask  What's  Next  in  EPA.  Methane  Limits 

As  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  gets  ready  to  propose  methane  emission 

limits  for  new  oil  and  natural  gas  wells,  environmental  groups  are  already  asking 

§<9p$ftose  methane  emissions  limits  for  new  oil  and 

af^Mlfe^asWhg  what's  next  for  existing 
sources.  The  agency’s  proposed  standards  for  new  and  modified  wells,  expected 
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Lawsuit  Seeks  Curb  on  N.Y.  Power  Plant's  Water  Intake 

Environmental  group  Soundkeeper  Inc.  has  sued  the  New  York  Department  of 

abWrWf  iteffe? 

LW§MlifaWBOWf  WPWSM^Bldrvation, 

rA*v9'(9f?n?ental permit  for  drilling  at  the  Burger  prospect  in 

ipH!!xJ?€?i"|)#CM?nditional  Permit  that 
allowed  the  work  to  begin  but  limited  the  depth  of  the  drilling  because  there  wasn't 

TwWproposed  liquefied  natural  gas  projects  in  Louisiana  could  proceed  with 
minimal  detriment  to  the  environment,  the  Federal  Energy  Regulatory  Commission 
staff  concluded  in  two  separate  environmental  impact  statements,  both  issued  Aug. 

A Clean  Water  Act  citizen  suit  seeking  to  address  contaminated  groundwater 
^ ■ Superfund  site  is  barred  as  a challenge  to  an  ongoing  Superfund 
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f challenge  to  an  ongoing  Sdpeff and  WJffiMPIWj^§4officiafs  aren’t  exempt  from 
disclosure  under  the  state’s  Public  Information  Act  because  they  don’t  constitute 
confidential  commercial  information,  a Maryland  circuit  court  judge  ruled  Aug.  14. 
The  issue  was  raised  in  two  separate  but  nearly  identical  cases  brought  by  CSX 

dean  water 

rule  that  takefe  effect  in  less  than  two  weeks.  In  a complaint  filed  in  the  U.S.  District 
Court  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  Spokane,  Wash. -based  American 

of  violating  the 

Delaware  River  and  its  tributaries,  the  Justice  Department 
and  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  announced  Aug.  17  (United  States  v. 
DELCORA,  E.D.  Pa.,  No.  2:15-CV-04652,  filed  8/17/15). 

(Topic:  wastewater;  Topic:  water  pollution;  Agency:  Environmental  Protection  Agency) 

A federal  appeals  court  denies  a Colorado  power  company’s  motion  to  suspend  its 
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mercury  and  ^ir  toxics  standards  in  the  future  if  it  "“cannot  obtain  timely  relief  from 
1 the  EPA  or  the' state  of  Colorado.”  More  » 
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EPA  Inspector  General  Investigating  Animas  River  Spill 
Environmental  Groups  Ask  What's  Next  in  EPA  Methane  Limits 
Shell  Gets  Permit  to  Drill  Deeply  for  Oil  in  Chukchi  Sea 
Court  Bars  Water  Act  Lawsuit  as  Challenge  to  CERCLA  Cleanup 
Small  Mining  Companies  Sue  EPA,  Corps  Over  Clean  Water  Rule 
Court  Denies  Air  Toxics  Exemption  for  Colorado  Power  Plant 
Documents 

Information  Act  lawsuit.  The  Urban  Air  Initiative  Inc.  and  Energy  Future  Coalition 
are  seeking  documents  related  to  the  conduct  and  results  of  the  EPAct  study, 
which  was  conducted  with  assistance  from  Chevron,  Southwest  Research 
Institute  and  the  Coordinating  Research  Council,  according  to  the  compliant  filed 
in  the  U.S.  District  Court  for  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  advocacy  groups  argue 
that  the  study  was  the  basis  for  erroneous  emissions  factors  the  EPA  included  in 
its  revised  Motor  Vehicle  Emission  Simulator.  More  » 

Pennsylvania  Utility  Agrees  to  Control  Sewer  Overflows 

A Pennsylvania  water  treatment  plant  agrees  to  a plan  to  control  combined  sewer 
overflows  into  the  Delaware  River  and  its  tributaries,  the  Justice  Department  and 
the  EPA  announce.  In  a proposed  consent  decree  filed  with  the  U.S.  District  Court 
for  the  Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Delaware  County  Regional  Water 
Quality  Control  Authority,  near  Philadelphia,  agrees  to  a plan  that  could  cost  up  to 
$200  million  to  control  and  reduce  overflows  from  its  sewer  system  to  improve  the 
quality  of  the  Delaware  River,  Chester  Creek  and  Ridley  Creek.  More  » 

Alberta  Limits  Oil-Sands  Water  Use  as  Province  Faces  Dry  Spell 

Alberta’s  energy  regulator  restricts  applications  by  oil  and  natural  gas  operators  to 
withdraw  water  from  the  Athabasca  River  amid  dry  conditions  in  the  province.  The 
Alberta  Energy  Regulator  also  puts  restrictions  for  temporary  diversion  licenses  in 
place  for  the  South  Saskatchewan,  Peace  and  Milk  rivers  and  calls  for  voluntary 
restrictions  from  existing  operators.  More  » 

Oil,  Gas  Pipelines  Much  Safer  Than  Rail,  Canadian  Study  Finds 

Pipelines  are  by  far  the  safest  method  to  move  large  amounts  of  oil  and  gas  across 
North  America,  more  than  four  times  as  safe  as  using  rail  cars,  according  to  a 
study  by  a Canadian  policy  think  tank.  Analysis  of  data  from  Canada’s 
Transportation  Safety  Board  show  the  rate  of  incidents  or  accidents  per  million 
barrels  of  oil  transported  was  more  than  4.5  times  higher  for  rail  than  for  pipelines 
in  the  decade  from  2003  to  2013,  according  to  the  Fraser  Institute  study.  More  » 

Soundkeeper  Lawsuit  Seeks  Curb  on  N.Y.  Power  Plant's  Water  Intake 

Soundkeeper  Inc.  sues  the  New  York  Department  of  Environmental  Conservation 
and  National  Grid  Generation  LLC  to  compel  action  on  a permit  renewal 
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application  that  would  limit  the  utility’s  cooling  water  intake  from  Long  Island 
Sound.  The  petition,  fifed  in  state  Supreme  Court  under  the  Clean  Water  Act  and 
the  state  Environmental  Conservation  Law,  seeks  action  on  a five-year  state 
pollution  discharge  elimination  system  permit  review  that  it  argues  would  compel 
the  utility  to  upgrade  its  cooling  system  to  replace  a current  iSonce-through” 
method  to  a lower-impact  “closed-cycle”  approach,  as  the  legally  required  best 
technology  available.  More  » 

ALSO  IN  THE  NEWS 

WATER  POLLUTION: 

Clean  Water  Action  files  a citizen  lawsuit  seeking  to  compel  a Massachusetts  sand 
and  gravel  company  to  haft  the  alleged  illegal  discharge  of  polluted  stormwater 
into  nearby  wetlands  and  waterways.  More  » 

NATURAL  GAS: 

Two  proposed  liquefied  natural  gas  projects  in  Louisiana— the  Sabine  Pass  LMG 
terminal  and  the  Lake  Charles  LMG  project— can  proceed  with  minimal  detriment 
to  the  environment,  FERC  staff  concludes  in  two  separate  environmental  impact 
statements.  More  » 

HAZMAT  TRANSPORT: 

Slower  train  speeds,  more  monitoring  equipment,  more  frequent  inspections  and 
better  emergency  response  plans  are  among  the  recommendations  in  a report  on 
oil  train  safety  released  by  the  office  of  Pennsylvania  Gov.  Wolf.  More  » 

WEBINAR 

EMISSIONS  TRADING: 

Bloomberg  BMA  presents  a webinar  Sept.  25,  “Don’t  Skip  the  Credits:  The  Oft- 
Overlooked  Importance  of  Air  Emission  Credits  in  Mergers  and  Acquisitions,”  with 
Michael  Scott  Feeley  and  Aron  Potash,  of  Latham  & Watkins.  CLE  and  CPE  credits 
are  available.  Information  is  available  at  http://www.bna.com/dont-skip-credits- 
m17179933676/. 
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